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GRANT FOR COMPOSITE
RECYCLING CENTER

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to talk about jobs and economic
opportunity for the region I represent.
In my hometown of Port Angeles,
Washington, we recently opened up a
new innovative center focused on com-
posite manufacturing. This composite
recycling center, one of the first in the
Nation, is already showing that the pe-
ninsula can be a hub for
groundbreaking innovation.

Just yesterday, they won a national
investment, a grant from the U.S. De-
partment of Commerce, that will give
entrepreneurs the tools that they need
to take yesterday’s recycled parts and
turn them into advanced products.

It will also encourage the growth of
quality jobs in my region, investing in
local citizens so that they can build ca-
reers working with composites. This is
a terrific example, to use a Wayne
Gretzky quote, of local economic devel-
opers skating to where the puck is
going to be; and I want to congratulate
the folks back home. I look forward to
continuing to be a partner in the effort
to bring good jobs to our neck of the
woods.

—————

CONGRATULATING THE LA SALLE
LANCERS

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, last
night, my alma mater, the La Salle
Lancers, did it again. They won their
third straight Ohio high school football
championship. By the way, my brother
Dave and I both played for La Salle
back in the day.

La Salle faced a tough Massillon
Perry team in the championship game
for the second straight season. The
Lancers’ back-to-back-to-back cham-
pionships capped off a historic 2016
football season in which La Salle won
its first outright GCL South champion-
ship, and became the first ever three-
peat Division II champions in Ohio
playoff history.

I also want to wish one of La Salle’s
rival teams, the St. X Bombers, the
best in their quest to win the Division
I championship this evening.

Again, congratulations to all of the
La Salle players and their families, to
Coach Jim Hilvert and his coaching
staff, and to everyone involved with
the Lancer football program. You have
all made the entire Cincinnati area ex-
tremely proud.

Lancers roll deep.

————
WE WILL NOT END MEDICARE

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, this is
Trudy Willis. Trudy and her husband,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

William, are lifelong residents of Mid-
dletown in my district in Rhode Island.
They have three children and four won-
derful grandchildren.

Like millions of Americans, Trudy
relies on Medicare to pay for her
healthcare needs. For Trudy, Medicare
isn’t an entitlement; it is a benefit
that she and millions of Americans
have earned and is a promise our gov-
ernment made.

That is why I am disappointed that
President-elect Donald Trump has an-
nounced he will appoint a Secretary of
Health and Human Services who wants
to end Medicare as we know it.

Let me be very clear. President-elect
Trump does not have a mandate to end
the guarantee of Medicare. He lost the
popular vote by about 2.5 million votes.
We are not going to let him kill one of
the most effective tools that seniors
have to live their retirement years
with dignity.

If Republicans bring up legislation to
end Medicare, we will stop this legisla-
tion dead in its tracks. We did it a dec-
ade ago when President George W.
Bush tried to privatize Social Security,
and we will do it again. And by doing
so, we will maintain the promise we
have made to Trudy and millions of
seniors across our great country.

————

HONORING CONGRESSMAN JOHN
KLINE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize a
great friend and leader, Congressman
JOHN KLINE, who will be retiring at the
end of this Congress. He has served the
citizens of Minnesota’s Second District
in the U.S. House since 2002. A 25-year
veteran of the Marine Corps, he also
serves on the House Armed Services
Committee.

I have had the honor of serving with
JOHN KLINE on the Education and
Workforce Committee for 8 years. He
has chaired this committee as a great
advocate for education and how this
creates greater opportunity for all.

His steady leadership has navigated
Congress to successfully developing
and advancing legislation to improve
job training, elementary and secondary
education, career and technical edu-
cation, and so much more. His service
has truly made a difference throughout
our Nation.

In addition to serving under Chair-
man KLINE’s leadership, I have enjoyed
the privilege to share a weekly Bible
study with JOHN.

Thank you, and best wishes to Con-
gressman JOHN KLINE and his wife,
Vicky, for their service to the Nation.

——
ALLOW THE DREAMERS TO
SUCCEED
(Mr. O'ROURKE asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, be-
cause of the inaction of this Congress,
our President, in 2012, deferred action
on childhood arrivals to this country,
young boys and girls who were brought
here at the tender age of 3 or 5 or 6 or
7, who are now flourishing in our com-
munities and making this great coun-
try even better.

I call your attention to one of my
constituents, Claudia Yoli, who arrived
in this country at the age of 8 from
Venezuela, interned in my office in
2013, and now works for our great State
Senator Jose Rodriguez, and is making
El Paso, Texas, and America an even
greater place to live.

Unfortunately for Claudia, her moth-
er had to return to Venezuela in 2010
and, because of her status, Claudia was
not able to follow. Her mother died last
year, and Claudia was unable to return
to be with her mother in her dying
days and to grieve with her family and
be with them.

We owe Claudia and the 750,000 other
DREAMers in this country certainty;
and we certainly owe them something
better than what the President-elect
has promised, which is to terminate
this deferred action.

So I ask this body, I ask the Presi-
dent-elect, and I ask every American to
join together to make sure that we
allow these DREAMers to succeed, be-
cause their success means America’s
success.

————
HONORING EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE
DISPOSAL  TECHNICIANS WHO

MADE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, this
year marks the 75th anniversary of Ex-
plosive Ordnance Disposal in our Na-
tion’s Armed Forces, and their mission
is even more important and dangerous
today than it was 75 years ago. Today
I rise to honor two EOD techs who gave
their lives in just the past few weeks to
keep others safe from harm.

U.S. Navy EOD Senior Chief Petty
Officer Scotty C. Dayton, age 42, was
killed in Syria on Thanksgiving Day,
the 24th of November, 2016, in the ongo-
ing conflict in Syria against ISIS. He
died from wounds sustained from an
improvised explosive device. Assigned
to EOD Mobile Unit Two, Virginia
Beach, Virginia, he was operating with
Combined Joint Task Force-Operation
Inherent Resolve near the ISIS strong-
hold of Raqqa. He is survived by his
wife, Kristin; and two children, Hailey
and Cole.

EOD Chief Jason Finan, age 34, was
killed near Mosul, Iraq, 20 October,
2016. He also died from wounds sus-
tained from an IED. Assigned to Mobile
Unit Three, Coronado, California, he
was operating while deployed with
Navy SEALs, advising Iraqi forces in
operations against ISIS and retaking
the city of Mosul. He is survived by his
wife, Chariss; son, Christopher; and
mother, Gloria.
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As a Nation, we will be forever grate-
ful for the ultimate sacrifice both of
these men made in service to their fel-
low sailors and their country. In this
75th year of Explosive Ordnance Dis-
posal, please take the time to remem-
ber the important role that EOD techs
play in our national security and the
risks they take every day to keep us
safe.

——————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF
GIBBIE BUCHHOLTZ

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Gibbie Buchholtz from Zion,
Illinois. Gibbie has lived in Zion his en-
tire life and works tirelessly to bring
our community together. He works
part time as a cameraman for the Zion
Park District filming city council and
township meetings.

Gibbie has become a staple in the
community, documenting almost every
single event in Zion, from local park
openings to volunteer events at soup
kitchens, to police and firefighter
awards. He promotes events and special
moments that often go unnoticed, and
he recognizes individuals that go above
and beyond.

It has been an honor and a privilege
to work alongside him in the Zion com-
munity. Gibbie never asks for recogni-
tion behind the camera, and only asks
that people cherish the special mo-
ments with others.

Today I am honored to be able to
give Gibbie a little bit of recognition
for his great service to our community.

Thank you, Gibbie, and keep up the
great work.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). Pursuant
to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 13 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
J 1000

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DoLD) at 10 o’clock and 1
minute a.m.

——————

CONFERENCE REPORT ON 8. 2943,
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to House Resolution 937, I
call up the conference report on the
bill (S. 2943) to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2017 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
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ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes, and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 937, the con-
ference report is considered read.

(For conference report and state-
ment, see proceedings of the House in
Book I of November 30, 2016, at page
H6376.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. THORNBERRY)
and the gentleman from Washington
(Mr. SMITH) each will control 30 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous material
on the conference report to accompany
S. 2943.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself 5 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to bring to
the House the conference report for the
Fiscal Year 2017 National Defense Au-
thorization Act. Once the President
signs this measure into law, it will be
the 55th consecutive year in which
Congresses of both parties and Presi-
dents of both parties have enacted a de-
fense authorization bill.

I want to start by thanking the dis-
tinguished gentleman from Wash-
ington, Ranking Member SMITH. Not
only has he focused on what is good for
the troops and good for the country in
this bill, that has been his focus
throughout this Congress. It has cer-
tainly been my pleasure to work with
him toward that end. We do not always
agree on what is good for the troops
and what is good for the country, but
we always agree that that comes first.
Our work together has certainly been
productive, and I appreciate that op-
portunity.

Ranking Member SMITH and I have a
terrific team on the Armed Services
Committee; 63 outstanding members,
all of whom have contributed to this
product. I certainly appreciate the con-
tributions they have made that have
made such a large bill possible.

Mr. Speaker, this bill does good
things for the men and women who
serve our Nation in the military, and it
supports our country’s national secu-
rity. I want to just touch on a few of
the highlights, starting with the fact
that this bill authorizes spending of
$3.2 billion more than the President
has requested. Now, that is not nearly
enough, and my great hope is that the
new incoming administration will sub-
mit to Congress a supplemental request
that can really get about the job of re-
building the military, which is so es-
sential.
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The $3.2 billion, in addition to what
the President has requested, is focused
on people; and that is exactly what the
primary focus of this bill is. So, for ex-
ample, it provides the full pay raise to
which the troops are statutorily enti-
tled for the first time in 6 years; that
is in this bill. It stops the layoffs of
military personnel, which have been
going on, and, at least, prevents it
from getting any worse.

It starts to stabilize the readiness
problems that are making it more and
more difficult for our troops to accom-
plish their mission and increasingly
represents a danger to their lives.

It improves the military healthcare
system for the benefit of our troops
and their families so that they will
have a more consistent experience,
that they will get better care, more
convenient hours, and a number of
things that are in this bill.

In addition to the reforms related to
military health care, there are a num-
ber of very significant reforms in other
areas. For example, in acquisition, we
try to make sure that not only we get
more value for the taxpayer dollars but
that we are more agile in being able to
get new technology into the hands of
the warfighters faster.

We have commissary reform, which
maintains the benefit but reduces the
burden on the taxpayers.

We have the first comprehensive re-
write of the Uniform Code of Military
Justice in 30 years, and that is a big
part of the reason that this bill is the
size that it is.

We have organizational reform that
streamlines the bureaucracy and helps
reduce the overhead so more resources
can go to the front lines.

There are many items in this bill,
Mr. Speaker, from replenishing muni-
tions of which we have shortages to
dealing with the California National
Guard repayment issue that has come
up in recent weeks.

Other speakers will give more detail
about many of those provisions. I just
want to take this moment, first, to
thank the staff on both sides of the
aisle for their work in producing this
product. We have a unified staff on the
Armed Services Committee. We work
together to solve problems. And
through the ups and downs of the polit-
ical calendar and all of the other issues
that impact our bill, they have done a
terrific job in getting us to this point
and have served the Nation by doing
so. I want to express my appreciation
to staff on both sides for that work.

Finally, I also want to pay tribute to
the members of our committee who
will not be with us in the next Con-
gress for a variety of reasons. They in-
clude the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
FORBES), the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. MILLER), the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. KLINE), the gentleman
from Louisiana (Mr. FLEMING), the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. GIBSON),
the gentleman from Nevada (Mr.
HECK), the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. NUGENT), the gentlewoman from
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